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Assemblyman Appears Ready to Join Race for Congress
By KATE TAYLOR

October 13, 2011

Assemblyman Hakeem Jeffries, calling Congress a “swamp of dysfunction,” has begun accepting contributions for a race against a fellow Democrat, Representative Edolphus Towns of Brooklyn. 

Mr. Jeffries said he had not made a final decision to run against Mr. Towns, but in late September he filed paperwork that would allow him to proceed as a candidate, and his campaign committee plans to file a report within the next two days disclosing that he has raised $173,750. 

“I have great respect for the service that Congressman Towns has provided, but I do think that given the challenges we face in the district and in this country, an injection of new ideas and energy will be helpful,” Mr. Jeffries said in an interview Thursday. 

“The incumbent has had 29 years to make a difference,” he added of Mr. Towns, who first assumed office in 1983. “At this point, it’s time to move in another direction.” 

Mr. Jeffries, 41, a lawyer who lives in Prospect Heights with his wife and two sons, was elected to the State Assembly in 2006, representing a Brooklyn district, No. 57, that includes Prospect Heights, Fort Greene, Clinton Hill and parts of Bedford-Stuyvesant and Crown Heights. 

He has been particularly outspoken on housing, education and criminal justice issues. He successfully sponsored legislation that prohibited the New York Police Department from keeping an electronic database of people who had been stopped and frisked but not charged with a crime. He has promoted turning vacant luxury condominiums in his district into affordable housing. And he joined public school parents in a lawsuit against the state for granting a waiver that allowed Cathleen P. Black to become New York City’s schools chancellor. 

Mr. Jeffries said he hoped to tackle some of the same issues in Washington. He said he would like the Justice Department to scrutinize New York City’s stop-and-frisk practice, which he said “affects hundreds of thousands of black and Latino men.” He said he also hoped to promote employment in his district by pushing for stricter enforcement of a federal law that requires capital investment in public housing projects be used to create jobs for low-income people in the community. 

“I don’t plan to go to Washington to play footsie with the Republican Party,” he said. “My plan is to be part of a progressive movement to bring the country back from the radical right.” 

A spokesman for Mr. Towns, Charles Lewis, declined to comment because, he said in an e-mail, Mr. Jeffries had not formally announced his candidacy. But Michael D. Tobman, a political consultant based in Albany and Brooklyn, said he believed Mr. Towns would be vulnerable next year. 

“The congressman has suffered a string of pretty high-profile defeats lately,” Mr. Tobman said. In May, Mr. Towns lost a vote for a district leader seat in the Kings County Democratic Party. And in September, his daughter, Deidra Towns, finished third in a special election for an Assembly seat in Brooklyn. 

Mr. Towns, who is serving his 15th term in Congress, faced his last serious challenge in 2006, when two candidates — Roger L. Green, Mr. Jeffries’s predecessor in the Assembly, and Councilman Charles Barron — ran against him in the primary. Mr. Towns won with 47 percent of the vote and went on to easily beat his Republican and Conservative Party opponents. 

Mr. Barron said Thursday that he was considering another bid for the seat next year. 

“They told me I would get slaughtered, and when the dust cleared, I got 15,000 votes to Ed Towns’s 19,000 votes,” Mr. Barron said of the 2006 primary. “You all can write and talk about Hakeem Jeffries all you want. I am the favorite to win, if I decide to run.” 

New York’s 10th Congressional District, which Mr. Towns represents, includes the Brooklyn neighborhoods of East New York, Canarsie, Brownsville, Bedford-Stuyvesant, Clinton Hill, Downtown Brooklyn and Boerum Hill, as well as parts of Cypress Hills, Fort Greene, Mill Basin, Midwood and Williamsburg. The district’s borders will be redrawn before next year’s election, to reflect population shifts identified in the 2010 census, but Mr. Jeffries said he did not expect the district to change substantially. 

AD-057

New York Times  Page 2 of 2

